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! This section draws heavily on Marilyn Waring’s book If Women Counted. All
references are to her book unless otherwise noted.

% There are actually several problems with calculations of GDP, such as the fact
that it also ignores the environment and natural resources, and since it is measured
per capita, does not distinguish between countries with fairly equal divisions of
income and those with strong disparities. Amartya Sen (as cited in Farmer 2005)
has repeatedly pointed out to his fellow economists that income is a means to an
end, not an end in itself, and it is livelihood, not income, that should be of
paramount importance. This paper, however, focuses on women’s issues, rather
than on a broader critique of GDP.
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“It is likely that our failure to assign a price for the services of the homemaker
has tended to convey the impression that they are valueless rather than
priceless.”

-Economists Marianne Ferber and Bonnie Birnbaum (Waring 1998)
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AR, TSN Ao MR @ S TR, ETIE TMe [, Afeoraa
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% See, for example, Heymann and Beem (2005). While the book is about the US,
many of the issues addressed are universal. Farmer (2005) refers to the global
obsession with generation of wealth rather than with meeting one’s basic needs
(that is, ensuring human rights for all) as “structural violence”, and graphically
shows the way such biases generate unbelievable suffering for the poor around the
world.
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“For example, if the wife of the head of the household omits to weed the maize
on a piece of land for which she appears to be taking operational
responsibility, the head may instruct her to do so. In such a case it is the head
of the household who is the holder” (Waring 1998).
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JETS U2 ((fSAHF LORTE 77 | dobd A ~ARpifre SvueTRites &
FeE TeAmAEs Ao F@® (Productive Economic Activity) i@
T 1 7@ | [F® 58 e wmweNidies |t @i e (ohtg | 9 )
s el Ko el S 2@ | 93 ARRSER T SR 9 T @,
EACE 9K TR o AfRiTe Feacen 9 [lbee e [asam 7 e
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TG REE A7 70 W | 58 W afeereseds adtafes 5w Remna a9y
0 7 T 1 IS @ TR A IR (@ I S IR (72 | Wb @] @y
0 S8 (FIN TG 6T 1 |
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v 2o 03¢.eb [feme il (¢.u) [ were) «3e %5 Fiegm sawe e
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(United Nations Platform for Action Committee Manitoba) €3 €% ©2 SR,
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* Using an approximate exchange rate for 2002-03 of 57.90 taka to the US$
(fluctuations in the exchange rate make accuracy difficult).

® See, for example, Gender & Work Data Base (http://www.genderwork.ca) and
Mothers are Women (http://www.mothersarewomen.com); Waring is herself an
economist and former Member of Parliament in New Zealand.
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6 © Using an approximate exchange rate at the time of 35.79 taka to the US$.
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° “Mop” is a bit of a misnomer; people get on their hands and knees on the ground
and use a wet cloth to clean the floor (if it is tile or cement). Dirt floors are cleaned
by smoothing them with wet dirt, again while on hands and knees.
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191 lengthy interviews, contradictory statements often appear. For example, while
men initially say that women’s work has no value, after discussing all that women do,
men often state that women’s work is very important; that is, the interview itself
raises their consciousness. Similarly, while men may initially say women do little
work, upon reflection they may recognize that women have no leisure time—or they
may fail to see the contradiction between those two statements.
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1 Although this is changing, most marriages, especially in rural areas, are arranged
by the parents.
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3 “Tutoring” in Bangladesh often consists of very basic assistance with homework
rather than any specialized teaching.
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¥ While employed men generally spend their free time in a range of pursuits, often
pleasurable ones, women bear most responsibility for the home and family. This is
not to deny that men, whether employed or not, make significant contributions to
the household—but nobody questions the value of men.

15 Numbers are rounded, so total does not entirely match.
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18 The GDP figure is from Wikipedia.
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Appendix 1: Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP)

The importance of women’s unpaid work is mentioned in the Poverty
Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSP) of many countries. In Bangladesh,
under the Policy Matrix “Women’s Advancement and Rights
(Mainstreaming economic activities)”, the following appears:

= Strategic goal: “Improve women'’s efficiency (reduce time use)
in household & reproductive roles”

» Key Targets: “Raise awareness to improve men’s contribution
in household activities; ... Attempt to calculate women’s
household contribution in National Income Accounting by
2007.”

* Actions Taken/Underway: “Social auditing initiatives”

* PRSP Policy Agenda: “...Include women’s contribution in the
National Income Accounting by developing mechanism of
shadow price/opportunity cost analysis; Promote equal
sharing of household and productive works...”

That is, government policy may state directly, as in Bangladesh, that it
is necessary to include women’s contribution through household work
in national income estimates. Goals of increasing men’s contribution to
household activities can also be addressed through highlighting the
large number of tasks which women undertake, to suggest specific

areas in which further sharing could occur. Here again, the greater
enjoyment of leisure time by men than women highlights the need,
as already stated in government policy, for men to assume more
household tasks, thereby reducing the burden on women.

Appendix 2: List of tasks regularly performed by women

Note: Although we mention 45 tasks that emerge from the research, the
figure is somewhat arbitrary, as various tasks can be further sub-divided.
Naturally, not all women engage in all tasks, and tasks involving childcare
of course vary by the age of the child. It is mostly rural women who engage
in agriculture-related tasks and animal husbandry, and some of the
handicrafts are performed more commonly by rural than urban women.
Some tasks are seasonal or occasional, including certain agriculture work
and taking care of the sick; some tasks take far longer than others, e.g.
cooking is one of the longest. The figure of 45 tasks is thus a rough estimate.
Agriculture-related

1. Preparing soil, planting seedlings, weeding, etc. for rice
paddy
Managing daily workers for rice paddy
Preparing plot, etc. for vegetable gardening
Growing vegetables (watering, weeding, etc.)
Managing daily workers for gardening
Harvesting
Food processing
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. Collecting and drying seeds

Animal husbandry
9. Caring for ducks and chickens (cleaning, feeding, etc.)
10. Medical care of small animals
11. Collecting and selling eggs



12.

13.
14.

Caring for larger animals (cows, goats): cleaning, feeding,
etc.

Milking cows

Taking milk to market

Handicrafts

15.
16.
17.
18.

Making baskets, mats, nets, holders to hang pots, pottery
Embroidery

Making clothes

Mending clothes

Housework

19.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

27.
28.
29.

Cleaning the home (sweeping, washing the floors, dusting,
putting things away)

Cleaning around the home

Tending mud floors

Making beds, hanging and taking down mosquito nets
Washing dishes (3-4 times/day)

Hand-washing clothes; hanging clothes out to dry
Ironing, folding, and putting clothes away

Preparing food for cooking: cleaning rice, preparing and
washing vegetables, grinding spices, cleaning fish, etc.”
Cooking, making bread (3-4 times/day)

Tending to and lighting lamps

Collecting firewood or other materials for fuel

“ These activities are very labor-intensive. Cleaning the rice involves sifting it for
small stones, then washing it. Many green leafy vegetables require painstakingly
peeling strings off the stalks and pulling off the leaves, sorting through for leaves that
are spoiled. Chickens and fish generally begin in the whole state; chickens must be
killed, plucked, etc., and fish must be scaled. All spices are ground in the home, and
everyday this involves cleaning and smashing garlic and ginger as well as grinding
spices with a mortar and pestle or a board and sort of rolling pin.

30. Making fuel from cow dung

31. Carrying water

32. Supervising household help

33. Helping with family business, piecemeal work

34. Preparing various foods for sale (puffed rice, pounded
rice, etc.)

Caring for family members

35. Caring for children (bathing, dressing, tending, feeding,
putting to bed, etc.)

36. Caring for the sick

37. Caring for husband

38. Teaching children, helping with homework

39. Taking children to and from school

40. Feeding, looking after guests

41. Paying bills

42. Shopping for food

43. Shopping for clothes and other household items

44. Managing the household (organizing activities and
expenses)

45. Taking the ill to the doctor

Leisure time activities

1.

PN R

Gossiping

Watching TV

Listening to the radio
Visiting friends or family
Resting

Taking care of children
Sewing

Finishing unfinished work



9. Personal tasks: bathing, dressing, personal care, praying, study,
self-development

10. Attending community events (weddings, funerals, etc.),
participating in community activities (microcredit groups,
other women’s groups, etc.)

Tasks of maids

—_

Washing clothes

Washing dishes

Cleaning the home

Helping with food preparation and cooking
Cleaning around the house

Feeding children

Taking children to and from school
Tending to children

O P N0 WD

Collecting fuel

Appendix 3: Questionnaires

In-depth interviews checklist
Women
* Does anyone help you with your housework?
0 Who helps you?
0 Do you pay that person?
0 How much do you pay that person, and for what tasks?
0 What kinds of work does the person do? (List)
* What work do you do in the home? (List)
* Do you have any free time?
0 What do you do in your free time? (List)
* Does your husband help you with your work?

Men

0 If so, what tasks does he help you with?
Is there an economic value to the work you do for the
family?

o If yes, why? If no, why not?
Do you and your husband discuss decisions? Give an
example of a decision made jointly.
How is it possible to measure the economic contribution you
make to the family?

Does anyone help your wife with the housework?

0 Who helps?

0 Do you pay that person?

0 How much do you pay that person, and for what

tasks?

0 What kinds of work does the person do? (List)
What work does your wife do in the home? (List)
Does your wife have any free time?

0 What does your wife do in her free time? (List)
Do you help your wife with her tasks?

o With what tasks do you help her?
Is there an economic value to the work your wife does for
the family?

o If yes, why? If no, why not?
Do you and your wife discuss decisions? Give an example of
a decision made jointly.
How is it possible to measure the economic contribution
your wife makes to the family?

Survey form
Questionnaire for married women



Village: Ward: Union: Sub-district: District:

Researcher’s name:
Date:
Basic information
a. Age:
b. Monthly income:
c. Husband’s age:
d. Husband’s monthly income:
e. Profession:

* Level of education: Illiterate, can only write name, can read
and write, class 1-5, class 6-8, class 9-SSC, HSC, higher
education, other

* Marital status: Married Widowed Separated Single

* Number of family members:

* Number of people earning an income:

* Number of dependents:

*»  Who is the head of the household?

*  What is the profession of the head of the household?

* Is your house owned/rented/other?

Information on women’s work
What work do you do in the family?

What How many Economic
activities minutes/hours value
Morning
Noon
Afternoon

Evening/night

Do you have any free time? Yes/No
0 If yes, what do you do in your free time?
What does your husband do in his free time?
Is the work you do in the household important? Yes/No
0 Why/why not?
How could one estimate the economic value of the work you
do?
Does anyone help you with your housework? Yes/No
0 If so, who? (maid, sister-in-law, mother-in-law,
daughter, other)
Does your husband help you with your work? Yes/No
o If yes, with what work? (List)
Do you and your husband discuss important decisions?
Yes/No
o Ifyes, give an example:



